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Plainfield Public School Students Began their Journey 

as scholars in the Kean Scholar Academy 
 
June 26, 2021 - This is an exciting time for Plainfield Public Schools!  Eight students entering Plainfield 
High Schools in September boarded the Kean University bus on Monday, as they headed to the 
campus, to begin their journey as Kean Scholars, where they will be earning college credits over the 
next four years. Superintendent of Plainfield Public Schools, Dr. Diana Mitchell stated, “We are so 
proud to be a partner with the Kean Scholar Academy. Our first inaugural class of students are leading 
the way for future cohorts. Early exposure to college and careers are the building blocks to our 
scholars’ futures.” 
 
The students met at the Wilkins Theatre where administrators, admissions counselors and the 
executive director of the Kean Scholar Academy, Mr. Jason Lester, greeted them.  The students 
participated on a tour of the campus and later formed breakout groups to discuss their impressions 
and plans for the next weeks.  
 
The Kean Scholar Academy will be held from June 28 to July 22.  During the four-week summer 
program, the students will participate in orientation workshops, career exploration, and visits to other 
Kean Campuses.  At the Skylands Campus in Jefferson Township, the students will meet outdoors and 
take nature walks. They will have a week of virtual meetings and will conclude their first cohort at the 
Union Campus. During the next four years, the students will engage in academic workshops and will 
attend college-level courses as they progress in their high school careers. The overall goals of the Kean 
Scholar Academy is to provide Mentorship, Counseling, Internships and Connections to prepare the 
students for college.  
 
Plainfield Public Schools scholars Alberto Albarracin and Naomi John, who attended Maxson Middle 
School and Cedarbrook K-8 Center, respectively, spoke about their first day. Their parents also spoke 
about what the program means to them.  
 
"Day one was pretty fun,” said Alberto Albarracin. “The tour was really nice, we got to go into buildings 
and learn about the program. The highlight was getting to know the other students." 
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Alberto's mother, Carmen Rodriguez, said she spoke to her son about the importance of the program. 
“I am very proud of him. And, I told him that he should take advantage of every opportunity that 
comes his way. I am proud of the opportunity the Plainfield Public Schools are providing him." 
 
Naomi John, said, "Everything was very nice, the campus and everything.” 
  
"I think it's very beneficial (the Kean Scholar Academy) because it gives the children access to a whole 
new world they have not seen before. And hopefully they will get accustomed to going to school and 
college and it won't be too intimidating for them," said Natasha John, Naomi’s mother. 
 
Both students agreed they hope to learn more academically, about school,  what to do in college and 
what college life is about. 
 
Link to photos and 
video:  https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12UCtN8fAJYUwNzE7a3k8KR2Af5eg9nMA?usp=sharing 
 
For more information, please email gmontealegre@plainfield.k12.nj.us 
 
 
 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12UCtN8fAJYUwNzE7a3k8KR2Af5eg9nMA?usp=sharing
mailto:gmontealegre@plainfield.k12.nj.us

